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Beresan District Villages 
(Those in bold are first villages.) 
 
Alexanderfeld, Alexandrovka, 
Annenthal, Annovka, Antonowka, 
Bagdanovka, Bendeerhof, Biswanje, 
C h r i s t i n a ,  C h r i s t o f o v k a , 
Domaneveka, Dvorjanka, Eigengut, 
Felsenburg, Friedrichstal, Gaaregai, 
G o t t a ,  G r a d e n f e l d ,  G r i s e ,  
Guldendorf,  Halbstadt, Heck, 
H o f f n u n g s t a l ,  H o f f n u n g , 
Hoffnungsburg, Johannestal , 
Kantakusenka,  Kapi tanovka, 
K a r l e v k a ,  K a r l s r u h e , 
Katharinental, Kavkas, Klein 
Karlsruhe, Klundovo, Kratovka, 
Landau, Lerisk, Lichtenfeld, Lubo-
Alexandrovka, Manov, Marienfeld, 
M a r l a n a v k a ,  M i c h a e l o w k a ,  
Munchen, Navaselevka, Neu 
Karlsruhe, Neu Lustdorf, Neu 
Munchen, Neu Rohrbach, Neu 
Speyer, Neu Worms, Neusatz, 
Novo-Amerika, Novonikolajevka, 
Olgino, Otschakov, Petrowka, 
Pokrovskaja, Rastadt, Rohrbach, 
Rosenthal, Savidovka, Schlosser, 
Schmatz, Schonfeld, Sebastiansfeld, 
Selingera, Skarupka, Sjepucha, 
Speir/Speyer, Stadnaja-Bulka, 
Steinberg, Steingut, Stuttgart, Sulz, 
Swenigorodka,  Vossessensk,  
W a t e r l o o ,  W e i d e n b e r g , 
Wilhelmathal, Wolksov, Worms, 
Wowtsche. 
 
(this list is not all inclusive — if you 
have additions, please provide to the 
lead editor) 
 
Many of these identified chutors and 
villages need much research.  If you 
have any background information 
on them, please share with us. 
 
                   Thanks 
  

Beresan District 
Odessa Newsletter 

From Russia  
Johannestal (Puschkino) 

8 October 1915. 
Dearly beloved friend Gustav! 

 
I report to you that I have received your cherished letter of August 25 on October 5, and if I 
could speak with you today, I would relate to you many things in general. I have to say that it 
still goes moderately well with us, having never had neediness up to now. Have we ever had 
your shortages: Never, no one, so the mouth sounds out. I have not written since my last report 
of the previous year, and it has been over a year already. I will therefore report everyone who 
has died in the time from July 14, 1914. 
 
On July 19, Christoph Diede died at the age of 87 years, 2 months and 5 days. On August 16, 
Leonhard Schmidt died; on August 29, Katharina Maas, nee Kopling, died on January 1, 1915, 
Eva Diede, nee Meidinger, died, was the wife of the deceased Jakob Kurz; on January 13, 
Katharina, the wife of David Kurz, died. She was born a Dörr in Kassel. The aforementioned 
Eva Diede was her mother, whose first husband was Jakob D Dörr, a settler of Kassel. On 
April 19, 1915, Jakob Zimmermann Sr. died at the age of 85 years, 5 months and 7 days. On 
May 11, Louise, nee Lutz, the wife of Johann Kurz, died. She was 47 years old. On September 
17, Johann Roth Sr. died at the age of 87 years, 4 months and 5 days. The old Mich. Schatz is 
still living; he is always lively. On October 23, if he lives to see it, he will be 93 years old. 
 
Our harvest was not too bad, winter wheat and rye were good. I will tell you about who from 
Johannestal are in the battlefield for the defense of the fatherland: 
 
1. Heinrich Schatz, son of Heinrich, act. service  
2. Gottl. Kraus, res. 
3. Christian Zimmermann, son of Chr., reservist 
4. Johannes Zimmermann, son of Chr., active 
5. Jakob Zimmermann, son of Chr., three brothers from one house 
6. August Schmidt 
7. Benj. Schmidt 
8. Michael Schmidt, three brothers 
9. Jakob Schatz, son of Valentin 
10. Christian Schneider 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Newsletter Line-up 

 
Lead Editor            Gayla Gray  
Assistant Editor       Merv Rennich / R060 
Assistant Editor      Carol McCormack / M150 
Assistant Editor      Roland Wagner / W011 
Assistant Editor      Dale Lee Wahl / W078 
Subscriptions          Arletta Baskins / B115 
 
Archives: 
 
Maps                      Jeff Hatzenbeller 
 
Village Coordinators: 
 
Felsenburg             George Hoff / H072 
Guldendorf             Curt Renz / R022 
Johannestal             Carol Fuchs / F061 
Johannestal             Ray Heinle 
Landau                   Diane Wandler / W090 
Landau                   Zita Gieser 
Neu Lustdorf          Elsie Heuther / H008 
Neusatz                  Ken Aisenbrey / A013 
Rastadt                   Diane Wandler / W090 
Rastadt                   Letty Schoch / S193 
Rohrbach                Arletta Baskins / B115 
Rohrbach                Rosemarie Dinkel / D022 
Rohrbach                Nancy Schroeder 
Rohrbach                Ed Schulz / S043 
Rohrbach                Lucy Simpson / S046 
Stuttgart                 Ruth Iseminger 
Speier                    Albert Berger 
Speier                    Valerie Ingram / I009 
Sulz                       Albert Berger 
Sulz                       Valerie Ingram / I009 
Waterloo                Betty Rennich / R103 
Waterloo                Lucy Simpson / S046 
Weidenberg            Richard M Heli 
Worms                   Arletta Baskins / B115 
Worms                   Mary-Lynne Harding/H187 
Worms                   Nancy Schroeder 
Worms                   Ed Schulz / S043 
Worms                   Lucy Simpson / S046 
Worms                   Dale Lee Wahl / W078 
 
(The addresses for most of the Editors and most 
of the Village Coordinators can be found in the 
latest issue of the GRHS Der Stammbaum.)  
                

Mark Your Calendars  
 

31st Annual GRHS Convention 
July 19-33, 2001 

River Centre Convention Center  
Ramkota Inn 

Pierre, South Dakota 
 

32nd Annual GRHS Convention  
August 8-11, 2002 

Radisson Inn 
Bismarck, North Dakota 

GRHS Convention Has Something for Everyone 
 

By Carolyn Schott 
 

I go to a lot of conferences in my professional (that is, non-genealogy) life.  But 
this was the first year that it worked out for me to go to the annual GRHS conven-
tion. 
 
Not to sound cynical, but it seems most conventions have a lot of speakers who 
tell you things that you already know—dressed up in flashy Powerpoint slides.  
So my standard “rule of thumb” is that if I get at least one really valuable piece of 
information out of a conference, it’s probably been worthwhile to attend. 
 
This year’s GRHS convention definitely met and surpassed my expectations—I 
heard new and valuable information in each and every workshop I attended!  
Some of the highlights for my own personal research were finding out about new 
books available on microfilm from the Family History Library about Germans 
who immigrated through Hungary, a better understanding of the information in-
cluded on the BDC-EWZ films, a list of resources for researching those ancestors 
that immigrated through Poland on their way to Bessarabia, a better understand-
ing of Polish history (and the impact on genealogy research), and more informa-
tion on the extensive resources of the North Dakota State Historical Society.  And 
then there was the enormous collection of obituaries, family and town books that 
were available in the convention library for research!  I got so many serious re-
search tips that my genealogy “to do” list has expanded beyond what I can even 
begin to get started on! 
 
Other workshops and presentations included such interesting topics as the North 
Dakota Dust Bowl Days (the time period that my parents, aunts, and uncles grew 
up in but will never talk about), the power and influence of the Dakota Freie 
Presse, today’s Russia, the Hutterites in Russia, Iron Crosses—and others too nu-
merous to list. 
 
Photo and video presentations gave a glimpse of today’s Germany and travels to 
the Bessarabia of today.  For those who enjoy the social aspects of our Germans 
from Russia heritage, there were plenty of kuchen breaks, accordion music, sing-
alongs and skits in German.  (Although, I will say that for someone like me who 
learned German—Hochdeutsch—in school, since my parents mostly had stopped 
speaking it at home, the dialect in the skit was pretty hard to understand!) 
 
There was also the business of the organization to be discussed—elections, ar-
chive retrieval efforts, the fundraising for the new GRHS headquarters building, 
etc..  I personally also enjoyed the chance to meet many of the people that I’ve 
corresponded with by e-mail, but had never met—including one of my Schott 
cousins.  (Of course, one does feel a little odd walking around staring at people’s 
name badges rather than at their faces, since you know you’ll recognize the name 
but not the face!)  It was also fun to get feedback from people on the Bessarabian 
newsletter—or explain the newsletter to those that didn’t know about it. 
 
The theme of the convention was “To Honor the Past, To Celebrate the Present, 
To Prepare and Dream of the Future.”  With the wide variety of activities and in-
formation about the past, present, and future, this convention certainly lived up to 
its theme! 
 

Copyright August 2000 by Carolyn Schott.   
Permission granted for non-profit use. 
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11. Dav. Schneider, wounded. 
12. Heinrich Schneider 
13. Jakob Schneider, son of Johann, four brothers 
14. Johannes Krauss, son of Johann 
15. Gottlieb Hörsch, son of Jakob, missing 
16. Christian Hörsch 
17. Reinh. Hörsch 
18. Christian Hörsch, son of Christian 
19. Christian Maas, son of Wilh. 
20. Johann Maas, son of Wilhelm, missing 
21. Johann Maas, son of Chr. 
22. Robert Maas, son of Chr. 
23. Ludwig Maas, son of Chr, three brothers 
24. Christian Diede, son of Gottlieb 
25. Gottlieb Eissingen, son of Ludwig 
26. Gottlieb Delzer, son of Gottlieb, former teacher 
27. Gottlieb Kurz, son of Adam, missing 
28. Jakob Kurz, son of Ad. 
29. Jak. Heinle, son of Phil. 
30. John Eissinger 
31. Christian Eissinger 
32. Andreas Eissinger, wounded 
33. Heinrich Eissinger, sons of Joh., four brothers 
34. Jac. Auch, son of Ad., wounded 
35. Heinrich Auch, wounded 
36. Adam Auch, sons of Adam, three brothers 
37. Christian Steiger, son of Ad. 
38. Christian Schorzmann, son of Johann 
39. David Heinle, son of Dav. 
40. Christian Heinle, son of David, wounded 
41. Friedrich Heinle, son of David, dead 
42. Rudolf Heinle, son of David, four brothers 
43. David Kurz, son of David 
44. Friedrich Kurz 
44. Christian Kurz [number used twice] 
45. Jakob Kurz, sons of David, four brothers 
46. Johann Heinle, son of Christian 
47. Gottlieb Heinle, sons of Christian, two brothers 
48. Gottlieb Heinle, son of Johann 
49. Emanuel Fromm 
50. Karl Knodel, wounded 
51. Christ. Knodel, wounded 
52. Christian Schempp, son of Martin 
53. Rudolf Schempp, son of Stephan, dead, at  
       Heidenspon 
54. Rudolf Schempp 
55. Martin Schempp, son of Martin 
56. Gottlieb Schempp, son of Andrea 
57. Johann Schempp, son of And., two brothers 
58. Andreas Schempp, son of Andr. 
59. Otto Schempp, son of And. 
60. Gottlieb Schempp, son of Joh. 
61.  Peter Schatz, son of Mathias 
62. Johann Delzer, son of Jakob 
63. Johann Heinle, son of Johann 

64. Jacob Heinle, son of Johann 
65. Robert Heinle, son of Johann, three brothers 
66. Andreas Delzer, son of Chr. 
67. Christian Delzer, son of Chr. 
68. Adam Kurz, son of Johann, wounded 
69. Georg Diede, son of Christoph 
70. Jacob Diede, son of Chr. 
71. Gottlieb Diede, son of Christ., three brothers 
72. [blank] 
73. Benjamin Diede, son of Chr., two brothers 
74. Karl Sailer 
75. Johann Sailer 
76. Jakob Sailer 
77. Andreas Sailer, captured, four brothers 
78. Adolf Sailer, son of Gottl. 
79. Jacob Sailer, son of Heinrich 
80. Wilhelm Hilz, son of Karl 
81. Christian Will, son of Johann 
82. Christian Sailer, son of Ludwig 
83. Heinrich Diede, son of Ch. 
84. Christian Diede, son of Ch., two brothers 
85. Andreas Diede, son of Mich. 
86. Heinrich Diede, son of M., two brothers 
87. Daniel Roth, son of Karl, dead 
88. Wilhelm Roth, son of V. 
89. Christian Schorzmann, son of Jac. 
90. Johann Schorzmann, son of Jac. 
91. Andreas Schorzmann, son of Jac., three brothers 
92. Christian Schmidt, son of Leonh. 
93. Christian Schatz, son of Christian 
94. Gottlieb Heinle, son of Gottlieb, dead, on Nov. 4,  1914, at 
       Krakau 
95. Christian Heinle, son of Gottl., two brothers 
96. Jacob Heinle, son of Chr. 
97. Christ. Roth, son of Michael 
98. August Lutz, son of Ad. 
99. Christian Zimmermann, son of Gottlieb 
100. August Zimmermann, son of Gottl., dead 
101. Gustav Zimmermann, son of Gottl. 
102. Johann Zimmermann, son of Gottl. 
103. Wilhelm Zimmermann, son of Gottl., five  
         brothers 
104. Christian Sailer, son of Johannes, captured  
         in Austria 
105. Gottlieb Sailer, son of Johannes, two brothers 
106. Johann Schmidt, son of Johann 
107. Karl Heinle, son of Adam 
108. Phil. Zimmermann, son of Stephan (smith) 
109. Jakob Zimmermann, son of Stephan 
110. Peter Zimmermann, son of Stephan, three  
         brothers 
111. Karl Heinle, son of Philipp 
112. Philipp Heinle, son of Johann Phil., wounded twice 
113. Heinrich Zimmermann, son of Gottl. 
114. Jakob Zimmermann, son of Jakob 
115., 116. Jakob and Robert Schatz, sons of Jakob 

(Continued on page 4) 
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117. Emanuel Fromm, son of Chr. 
118. Rudolf Fromm 
119. Gustav Fromm, son of Christian, three brothers 
120. Martin Sailer, son of Heinrich 
121. Peter Mehrer 
122. Karl Mehrer 
123. Johannes Eissinger, son of Joh. 
124. Johann Zimmermann, son of Gottlieb 
125. Adolf Hörsch, son of Christian 
126. Johann Zimmermann, son of Johann Georg 
127. Andreas Delzer, son of Andreas 
128. Johannes Zimmermann, son of Johannes 
129. Emanuel Danke, son of Chr. 
130. Emanuel Sailer, son of M. 
131. Friedrich Sailer, son of Johann 
132. Johann Sailer, son of Adam 
133. Waldemar Heinle, son of Chr. 
134. Johann Heinle, son of Mich. 
135. Christian Heinle, son of Mich. 
136. Karl Zimmermann, son of Stephan 
137. Jakob Heinle, son of Jakob 
138. Philipp Krauss 
139. Friedrich Haert 
140. Feodor Kalmick 
141. Christian Redinger 
142. Peter Sailer, son of Chr. 
143. Johann Sailer, son of Christian 
144. Jakob Schuler, teacher, stepson of Gottl. Sailer 
145. Adam Sailer, son of Ad. 
146. Robert Sailer, son of Math. 
147. Jakob Diede, son of Heinrich 
148. Benjamin Zimmermann, son of Ad. 
149. Johannes Zimmermann, son of Gottl. 
150. Gustav Zimmermann, son of Gottl.,  
        both teachers 
151. Johannes Zimmermann, son of Johannes 
152. Jakob Zimmermann, son of Stephan 
153. Johannes Zimmermann, son of Steph. 
154. Karl Zimmermann, son of Stephan 
155. Peter Delzer, son of Jacob 
156. Heinrich Delzer, son of Andreas 
157. Andreas Delzer, son of Andreas 
158. Johann Will, son of Johann 
159. Christ. Will, son of Jacob 
160. Adam Metzger, son of Jakob 
161. Gustav Metzger, son of Jakob 
162. Johann Metzger, son of Jakob 
163. Christian Metzger, son of Jakob 
 
This is not everyone, but I have no more time. Later, if it is  
possible. 
 
On October 8 at 7 p.m., Karolina, daughter of Johann Delzer, the 
son of Martin, died of typhus. Gottlieb Schaefer from Neusatz is 
an officer. 

I cannot write you more, as time does not permit it. We are hav-
ing rainy weather today. As God wills, we will have a good har-
vest, although it is still early, but the winter moisture makes it 
hopeful.   
 
I cannot say anything about Bergdorf; I have not been there in a 
long time. There is nothing new in our neighborhood. We have a 
mayor, Jakob Fischer; if he stays long however is questionable. 
It goes poorly for him. Sincere greetings to all. 
 
With best greetings to you and your family, your friend 
 
Christian Maier 
 

From the Eureka Rundschau, 9 Dec 1915, p3. 
 

Contributed by Ray Heinle 
 
 

 
Anyone Look Familiar? 

This photo comes from Reuben Fuhrer of Portland, Oregon.  It 
was labeled the Jacob Fuehrer family.  If you can identify the 
people in this photo you can have it.  Please contact Dale Wahl 
at dwahl@telebyte.com to claim the photo.  
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Genealogy: 
 

•    a search for the greatest treasures, our ancestors! 
•    better than the best adventure game and  
         as frustrating. 
• chasing your own tale! 
•    is contagious—seldom fatal! 
•    goes on… and on… and on… 
•    is GREAT when you score! 
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Introduction to the Village History Project 

By Dale Lee Wahl 
 
State Councilor E. von Hahn held the position of president of the 
Welfare Committee of German settlers in South Russia (the Fuer-
sorgekomitee der Auslaendischen Ansiedler in Sued-Russland). 
The Gemeindeberichte were submitted to the Welfare Committee 
in accordance with a circular letter dated 8 January 1848 sent out 
by Councilor E. von Hahn to all mayors and school teachers en-
joining them to undertake the writing of an historical account of 
the founding and development of the existing colonies. Giesinger 
reports that in 1848, there were 203 villages in the Black Sea  
Region. 
 
Some of these histories were published over the next few years in 
an Odessa German newspaper, the Unterhaltungsblatt fuer 
deutsche Ansiedler im suedlichen Russland. It is thought that this 
was Hahn's original intent. However, in 1854, with the majority 
still unpublished, the newspaper stopped carrying them. They 
then lay forgotten in the archives of the former Supervisory Of-
fice in Odessa for about 5 decades. 
 
Early in the twentieth century, Konrad Keller, a Catholic priest, is 
credited for "discovering" this valuable historical material. Keller 
used these histories in his two volumes of The German Colonies 
in South Russia, with volume 1 being published in 1905 and vol-
ume 2 in 1914. We should take special note that Keller's work 
does not contain these histories verbatim as written in 1848, but 
included with material obtained from other sources as part of the 
work.  
 
In 1904, pastor Jakob Stach used these histories in his book, The 
German Colonies in South Russia, and later edited a large num-
ber of the Gemeindeberichte for publication in German newspa-
pers in the Black Sea Region. 
 
In 1926 and 1927 Dr. Georg Leibbrandt and a Catholic Priest, Dr 
Josef A. Malinowsky, published 59 of the Gemeindeberichte for 
the Black Sea colonies in Germany. 
 
In 1941, Margarete Woltner published 114 of the Gemeinde-
berichte. Eight of these were previously unpublished while the 
other 106 were reprinted from Russian German periodicals of 
which many had been edited by Stach. 
 
With the work of Leibbrandt, Malinowsky and Woltner, we can 
account for about 173 of the original 203 villages histories. Then 
of course we must consider the 17 other colonies that Keller used 
in his work. This accounts for about 190 of the 203 of these vil-
lage histories. 
 
Some of these histories contained in Leibbrandt's work have been 
published in English for us. On page 149 of Homesteaders on the 
Steppe, The Odyssey of a Pioneering People, by Joseph S. 
Height, he reports that all 19 of those in Odessa were Lutheran 

(Continued on page 6) 

Guldendorf  
By Curt Renz 

 
Guldendorf came into being in 1829 as the result of three suf-
fering-from-water-shortage villages. This occurred as the result 
of the Berezan mayors from Stuttgart, Friedrichstal and Water-
loo petitioning the Czar to allow the villagers to resettle in a 
more hospitable place. I don't know if the people intended to 
merge into one new village, but from reading the historic re-
cord, and all three mayors petitioning at the same time, I sus-
pect that that was their intent. It is obvious, however, that a few 
did not want to follow that path and formed a second village, 
which was named Waterloo. 
 
To date, very little information on these three early Berezan 
villages is available. From the Guldendorf Family Book, how-
ever, we are able to discern a great deal about the various fam-
ily movements prior to 1829. The varied places of birth listed 
for the children indicate this. 
 
The Ackermann family lived in Landau first and later moved to 
Stuttgart.  The other Guldendorf families who lived in a Catho-
lic village first were the Bauerle's in Speier, Endes - indicated 
only as being Catholic, Hammel's in Speier, Klingmann's in 
Rastadt, Roller's in Speier, and the Zurn's in Selz.  
 
Those who came from the original Waterloo were the Bippus, 
Breitenbucher, Dengler, Fauser, Fischer, Graf, Hering, Hep-
perle, Herrmann, Horner, Keller, Kloss, Kurfuss, Martin, 
Pfeifer, Reichert, Rothmann, Rudolph, Schacher, Schmidt, 
Seydel/Seidel, Stegmeier, Stockburger, Straub, Steib, Trost, 
and Trostel families.  
 
From the village of Stuttgart were the Barth, Biel, Ehret, Fried, 
Geiger, Huber, Lutz, Maier/Myer, Niebel, and Quenzer fami-
lies.  
 
Families coming from Friedrichstal were Bier, Brenner, Ebin-
ger, Erkert, Grenz, Hetzel, Keck, Kurr, Langjahr, Osswald, 
Pfeifle, Rohrich, Schroth, Voll, Wolfer, and Ziegler. 
 
Rohrbach provided the Allerdings, Bodamer, Brenneisen, 
Fauser, Grenz, Hutt, Kosanky, Krieg, Krieger/Kruger, 
Medinger, Mullerweiss, Nesselthaler, Rudolph, Schafer, Wag-
ner, Werner, and Wittmer families. And, Worms provided the 
Barth, Bernhard, Kieler, and Renz families. The pastor to serve 
in Guldendorf for about 20 years was Bonenkemper of Rohr-
bach and this helped to keep the Berezan connection through 
another generation. 
 
Most of the Guldendorf founding families had moved once or 
twice in the Berezan prior to 1829. How often they moved 
prior to arriving in the Berezan is difficult to say.  Some of 
these families came via Poland or Hungary and had lived in 
those regions for a generation or two.  As a village coordinator,  

(Continued on page 11) 
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Ukraine Archives Order Placed  
By Dale Wahl 

 
In August, the Records Retrieval team placed an order for the 
following files from the Ukraine archives. 
 
6-3-17073:  
Petition of Neu-Freudental and Helenental communities re-
garding to join the Rohrbach parish. 1855, 6 sheets. Commu-
nities' resolutions with the lists of signatures. 
 
630-1-81:  
Correspondence on separation of Gueldendorf from Rohrbach 
parish. 1839- 1853. 25 sheets. Communities' resolutions with 
the lists of signatures. 
 
6-4-23439:  
About rename Krasna to Neu-Josephsthal and Wilhelmstal to 
Neu-Gueldendorf. 1870. 6 sheets. Communities' resolutions 
with the lists of signatures. 
 
6-1-5145:  
About appointment of pastor to Neu-Freudental and attaching 
Gueldendorf to Odessa parish. 1839-1840. 28 sheets. Petitions 
of Gueldendorf community. 
 
6-3-14709:  
About separation of Karlsruhe, Katherinental and Speier from 
Landau parish. 1852-1862. 96 sheets. 
 
To go along with this, one of our members has made donation 
of funds adequate for the GRHS to gain copies of some of the 
Gueldendorf Church records. 
 
The GRHS has already placed on order and received the 3 
Church Family Books for Peterstal and Freudental between 
1840 and 1880. 
 
The GRHS has also ordered 6 villages of 1812 census for the 
Grossliebental District (3 Lutheran and 3 Catholic villages). 
These have been received. 
 
The Peterstal and Freudental Church books are already being 
translated from the German and will be published by GRHS 
when they are ready. 
 
The six 1812 census are in German and they too will be pub-
lished by GRHS when ready. 
 
The remaining 1858 census are nearing completion and should 
be finished over the next few months -- so stay tuned to the 
GRHS homepage new publications listing. 
 
We continue to work on the very large stack of Catholic 
church data we received a year or so ago. 
 
We continue to also look and seek out other items of interest. 

to the BDO and all Black Sea German Russian groups. We 
know of many things that are available for other groups out-
side of the BDO, but not too much for the BDO direct, but we 
will keep looking and I am very sure we will find more for us 
to evaluate for purchase. 
 
At this time, until we can find more for the BDO, there is no 
concern about replenishing our retrieval funds - if we get more 
targets and have the need for donations there, we will let you 
know as soon as we can. 
 
The GRHS is in need of funds if you feel like you want to give 
some there. There are more records ear marked there than we 
have funds to go around.  
 
The ad you heard out of NDSU about the Fond 252 inventory 
listing they are selling - your BDO RR team and all of the other 
Black Sea AA/RR teams operating out of GRHS has had this 
information for a long time. We purposely do not expose every-
one to these inventory lists as by doing so could potentially 
muck things up so bad that none of us could get things out of the 
archives for a reasonable rate/price - we already saw the scene at 
the Saratov archives spoiled in this manner with too many indi-
viduals trying to work the scene for their own purposes rather 
than people coordinating their efforts with small teams like the 
Black Sea folks have been attempting to do. If you do by chance 
obtain a copy of this (Fond 252) inventory list for your own use, 
PLEASE - PLEASE remember you have a team dedicated to 
working these records out for almost any part of the Black Sea 
you can think of - please support those teams.  

(Continued from page 5) 

and then he says he included all of them in the book, though only 
16 of the 19 appear. 
 
Some English-translated Gemeindeberichte have been filmed by 
the LDS, and some have been re-translated again and published 
in the GRHS Heritage Review. We only knew about one other 
which had been translated into English when we started this pro-
ject. 
 
The goal of this new project is to search out copies of those vil-
lages whose Gemeindeberichte had been translated into English, 
and go forward with volunteers to get as many of the rest of them 
translated as we can. 
 
During these early efforts it becomes obvious that the original 
work was written in different styles and with different intents. To 
translate these works can become difficult because of some of the 
authors' methods of reporting the history. They often reflected 
things in an inside-out method which is nearly impossible for an 
American-thinking German-fluent person to translate. It takes 
some very special talent to do the work correctly. 
 
It has become a project of the GRHS Village Research Project 
Clearing House to gather as many of the 1848 histories as we can 
in English form, and share them freely with researchers here in 
the Odessa library. 

Page 6 
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Rohrbach Parish deaths - 1833 - place of births of adults - Film 1792290/2 
                                                                                                                                                       
Last                 First                          d/m        year     Place            Parents                     Page    Reg   Remarks 
 
Jahraus                 Maria                               03-Feb     1833      Rohrbach         Lorenz Greiky                142         2        68 yrs 1 mo 11 dys          
                                                                                                                               Margaretha Judas                                    Husb Jakob Jahraus 
 
Schmidt                Heinrich                           14-Feb     1833      Rohrbach                                                 142         3        58 yrs - Wife Elisabeth    
                                                                                                                                                                                                 Rupp - "from Bergdorf"? 
 
Weisenbach         Catharina Barbara           23-Feb     1833      Rohrbach         Jakob Robat                   142         7        75 yrs 8 mos 25 dys         
                                                                                                                               Maria Elisabeth Jakob                             Widow  
 
Wiest                    Margaretha                      09-Mar    1833      Rohrbach         Dietrich Weikum           142         11      27 yrs 20 dys                    
                                                                                                                               Carolina Meidinger                                 Husb Franz Wiest  
 
Schneider             Catharina                         20-Mar    1833      Rohrbach         Valentin Hoff                 142         15      57 yrs 2 mos 3 dys           
                                                                                                                               Apollonia Hofmann                                 Widow  
 
Pfalzgraf              Anna Maria                      14-Apr     1833      Rohrbach         Peter Nauerth                 142         17      58 yrs  
                                                                                                                               Barbara Bohlender                                  Widow  
 
Klundt                  Elisabeth                          15-Apr     1833      Rohrbach         Wilhelm Klundt             142         18      17 yrs 3 dys  
                                                                                                                               Ottilia Gulum 
 
Fehr                      Maria Elisabeth               02-Jan      1833      Worms             Joh Jakob Wagenblast   143         1        38 yrs 3 mos 13 dys         
                                                                                                                               Catharina Krach                                       Husb Philipp Fehr 
 
Scholl                   Jakob                                07-Jan      1833      Worms             Balthasar Scholl             143         3        65 yrs 4 mos   
                                                                                                                               Elisabeth Lind                                          Widower   
 
Klundt                  Johannes                          08-Oct     1833      Rohrbach         Conrad Klundt               143         25      75 yrs 3 mos 24 dys  
                                                                                                                               Anna Maria Buntam                                Widower 
                                                                                                                                
Klundt                  Jakob                                28-Oct     1833      Rohrbach         Wilhelm Klundt             143         27      26 yrs 28 dys  
                                                                                                                               Ottilia Gulum 
 
Serr                       Elisabeth                          19-Feb     1833      Worms             Michael Gall                  144         12      33 yrs 7 mos 11 dys         
                                                                                                                               Eva Maria Zimmermann                         Husb Michael Serr 
 
Griesz                   Karl                                  21-Mar    1833      Worms             Heinrich Griesz             144         15      19 yrs  
                                                                                                                               Christina Kiefer 
 
Sprengler              Maria Dorothea               14-Nov    1833      Johannestal     Joh Georg Sprengler      145         2        43 yrs 7 mos                     
                                                                                                                               Anna Maria Pfleiderer                             Husb Jakob  Hagenlocher 
 
Lutz                      Karl Salomon                  11-Feb     1833      Waterloo         Joh Georg Lutz              146         2        33 yrs 5 mos 5 dys           
                                                                                                                               Wilhelmina Michael                                Wife Magdalena Braun 
 
Zotnik                   Karl                                  12-Feb     1833      Guldendorf      Jakob Zotnik                  146         3        17 yrs 4 mos 12 dys  
                                                                                                                               Maria Netzel 
 
Huber                   Christian                          12-Feb     1833      Guldendorf      Dietrich Huber               146         4        24 yrs 1 mo 18 dys  
                                                                                                                               Margaretha Sauter 
 
Krueger                Maria                               12-Apr     1833      Guldendorf      Johannes Dummres       147         15      25 yrs 4 mos 22 dys   
                                                                                                                               Barbara _______                                     Husb August Krueger 
 
Werner                 Maria Elisabeth               24-May    1833      Worms                                                     147         21      56 yrs   
                                                                                                                                                                                                 Husb Bernhard Werner 
 
Huber                   Dietrich Jakob                 28-Sep     1833      Guldendorf      Christian Huber             148         30      55 yrs  
                                                                                                                               Maria Barbara _______ 
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Difficult Times In Speier, Russia  
Contributed by Valerie Ingram 

 
It should be noted that not all of the difficult times and experi-
ences occurred during just the early part of the century. This 
letter describes what happened to a group of the Renner fam-
ily during the years of 1936-1991. This is from a first cousin, 
Selestina, who has just recently found me, and is now living in 
Leverkusen, Germany with the remnants of her family. In a 
prior letter, she'd told me that her father was arrested in 1937 
by the Russians, and shot in 1938 for being a German. She 
was born in 1926 in Speier, Russia. The family was taken 
from their home in Speier in 1941 by the Russians, and was 
held in Kazakhstan until 1991, when the surviving members 
were finally granted permission to leave and enter Germany.  
 
April 12, 1999 
 
Dear Valerie, 
 
I received your letter which was so important for me together 
with the photographs. I thank you very much for your care and 
feeling but I feel sorry for that I cannot write in German and 
therefore cause you a lot of trouble. I already learned reading 
German here. I had Russian in school for 5 years, then the war 
began and school time was over. For us Germans, the war 
brought lots of harm and did hurt our entire life. Before the 
war, our family worked in the coal-mine settlement of Konrat-
jewka (Donezk District)...from there they also took away our 
father. 
 
When the war began they took my brother Georg to the front 
and our family (mother with 4 children: Leo, Franziska, Tho-
mas and I) were forced to settle in Kazakhstan. All that we 
had we had to leave behind. They forced us into cattle wagons 
and we traveled for a whole month. There was an entire train 
full with us Germans. When we arrived, they allocated us to 
kolkhozs (collective farms)...two or three families in two 
small rooms in the kolkhozs clay houses. We had nothing, we 
slept on straw. We worked wherever they sent us. 
 
We lived like this for a little while and then they began to con-
script us into the labor army. First they took Leo, then Thomas 
and then Franziska and me. I was 16 years old at that time. 
Our mother stayed alone. All were sent into the Ural moun-
tains but everybody to a different place. Leo came to Swerd-
lowsk, Thomas to Rscheljabinsk and we came to Saranul. 
There were 500 people, men, women and teens. The shack in 
which they brought us used to be filled with prisoners. They 
allocated them and put us into the shacks. The shack was big, 
cold and had continuous plank beds on which we slept. They 
gave us special clothes (uniform)...pants filled with cotton 
wool and the same jackets, and boots with wooden soles. In 
these clothes we worked and slept. 
 
In the shacks we had an oven which was heated with wet 
wood. We worked outside for 12 hours a day, at -40 C to -45 

C...sometimes even -50C. We were brought to work under 
surveillance and also on our way back from work. The shack 
was surrounded by barbed fence and guarded. I don't know 
why we were treated like criminals. We didn't receive any 
wage for our work. We got one piece of bread to eat every 
morning. 
 
We worked, they guarded us, the guardians changed because 
of the cold, but we had to stay outside for 12 hours. What was 
the use of our work? But they told us openly that they did not 
need our work so much, but they should destroy us. We sur-
vived, but not all of us. Us innocent did God protect from cold 
and hunger. Yes, my dear, that was our bitter life. For what? 
 
The war was over, we were happy. But they still kept us under 
surveillance. We were not allowed to leave the place we were 
sent to. Every month, we had to sign at the commandant until 
1957. After the war, they were not so cruel to us anymore. 
1957 they took away the surveillance from us and we could go 
to Kazakhstan. But we were still not allowed to go to Russia 
or the Ukraine. 
 
In 1950 I was 25 years old and I married a young man, a Ger-
man from us, who lived under the same conditions we did, 
Josef Rau. We got a little room and started from the beginning 
again. 
 
In 1957, we moved to Kazakhstan. We had two children, two 
sons. The oldest one, Peter, was born in 1952, the younger 
one, Valerian, was born in 1955. Both got an education - we 
tried to give the children everything. 
 
Both are married, both their wives are German. Peter's wife is 
called Rosa, they have two children, two girls. The older one 
is called Irina, 20 years old, the other one Eugenie, 15. Vale-
rian's wife is called Maria, they have two sons, the older one is 
called Roman, he is 20, the younger one, Peter, is 15. Our 
children both married on the same day. They are also in Ger-
many and live in the same city, not far from us. They don't 
work in their job but what they could find for work to earn a 
little money. We live better here than there (in Russia) al-
though we had to leave everything behind, including a big 
house in which we invested lots of our health. Nothing was 
too more worth, we were just happy that we could escape 
from there. But we don't know if this happiness will last long. 
 
Yes, my brother Leo was married to a Russian woman, there 
in the Trudarmee (the labor army). The need (poverty) forced 
him to marry her. Coldness, starving in the labor army, the 
Germans died like flies and she worked in the kitchen and 
helped him. He always said he owes his life to her. He lived 
with her till his death. My sister Nina, better Petronella, was 
married with Johann, that's the son of Philip Renner. They 
both died. Both their children are here in Germany. 
 
My sister Franziska was not married, she died here in Ger-

(Continued on page 11) 
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PASSPORTS – 1831 
Fond 252, Inventory 1, File 905 

 
(This file has been worked on by Mrs. Anneta Nies friend Vladimer and 
has been brought to the point where it can be  shared here in the news-
letter. If somebody steps forward who would like to take this document 
and further try to refine the reading of the information, they should con-
tact Dale Lee Wahl. Let us give special thanks to both Vladimer and 
Anneta for their wonderful effort with this very historical document.) 
 
The Register on Colonists of Odessa Region who were let to 
go to work on one year passports 
 
Date .. Person and Data 
Jan 
5 th ....... from Fruedental Colony, Henrich Bechtold with his 
              wife Julian ______ 
5 th ....... from Grossliebental Colony, Johann He____er to 
              Bessarabian Region 
20 th ..... from Rohrbach Colony, Elisabetha Vitler to  
              Odessa City 
21 st ...... from Ternovki Colony, ______ with her son Stephan 
              and grandmother to Kherson Yekaterinoslaw, Polava 
              and Bessarabian Region 
22 nd ..... from Neuburg Colony, Philip Salmer to Odessa City 
24 th ..... Lustdorf – Filip E_____ (cutoff) 
Feb 
7 th ....... from Rastadt Colony, Anton Koln to Kiev Region 
14 th ..... from Mangame Colony, Michael Scherer with his 
              family to Kherson Region 
25 th ..... from Munchen Colony, Michael Fridel with his 
              family to Odessa City 
25 th ..... from Peterstal Colony, Anton Blashkovich to 
              Odessa City 
26 th ..... from Landau Colony, Logan Gents with his wife 
              Barbra to Odessa Region 
26 th ..... from Munchen Colony, Albert Schel with his wife 
              Katerina to Nikolayev City 
26 th ..... from Sulz Colony, Jakob Eliy to Nikolayev City 
30 th ...... from Rashadt Colony, Michael Sutter with family to 
              Elizawetgrad Region 
30 th ...... from Colony, Ludwig Schtor with family to  
              Ekaterinoslave Region 
Mar 
18 th ......from Glueckstal Colony, Johan Hagstolz with 
              his family to Odessa City 
24 th ...... from Rashadt Colony, Peter Tsanbrecher with 
              family to Odessa City 
28 th ...... from Worms Colony, Nikolaus Trautmann with 
              family to Kherson, Ekaterinoslaves, Tavricheskaya and  
              Kiev Regions 
30 th ...... from Grossliebental Colony, Katerina Zokdarager 
              with family to Odessa City 
Apr 
7 th ........ from Kandel Colony, Joseph Hoffmann with 
              wife to Odessa City 
9 th ........ from Munchen Colony, Johann Kobits with family to 
              Kiev, Podolsk and Volinsk Regions 

Apr (continued) 
11 th ...... from Johannestal Colony, Johann Edinger with  
              family to Kherson Region (Ipolital) 
13 th ...... from Kataroripoy Colony, Georg Koychev with  
              family to Odessa City 
16 th ...... from Baden Colony, Philip Veisel with family to 
              Moscow and St Petersburg 
23 rd ...... from Liebental Colony, Daniel Kispla with family to 
              Odessa City 
28 th ...... from Speier Colony, France Gelmer with family to 
              Odessa City 
28 th ...... from Grossliebental Colony, Jacob Meyer with 
              family to Borislaw City in Poltava Region 
28 th ...... from Neuburg Colony, Wilhelm Gross with family to 
              Kherson Region 
May 
8 th ........ from Grossliebental Colony, Gottlieb Binder 
              with family to Kherson Region 
8 th ........ from Neudorf Colony, Andreas Shteivand with  
              family to Odessa City 
8 th ........ from Klein Buyalik Colony, Angeli Yani Karazhahi 
              with family to Odessa City 
8 th ........ from Kandel Colony, Alexey Lesh with family to 
              Odessa City 
8 th ........ from Kandel Colony, Philip Leshes with family to 
              Kherson and Bessarabian Regions 
8 th ........ from Kandel Colony, Adam Leshes with family to 
              Kherson and Bessarabian Regions 
11 th ...... from Kleinliebental Colony, Amon Miller with family 
              to Odessa City 
11 th ...... from Grossliebental Colony, France Blomberg with 
              family to Kherson, Tabria, Podolsk and Bessarabian 
              Regions 
11 th ...... from Hoffnungstal Colony, Ludwig Breym with  
              family to Odessa City 
11 th ...... from Grossliebental Colony, Johann Friedrich 
              Fischer with family to Odessa City 
13 th ...... from Neudorf Colony, Friedrich Hofer with family to 
              Odessa City 
13 th ...... from Lustdorf Colony , Michael Albert with family to 
              Tavria, Kheron and Kiev Regions 
14 th ...... from Katherienental Colony , Veidelinus Stro 
              with wife to live in Bessarabia Region 
18 th ...... from Worms Colony, Peter Eiter with family to 
              Odessa City 
18 th ...... from Hoffnungstal Colony, Michael Beitelschmit 
              with family to Kherson and Kiev Regions 
19 th ...... from Guldendorf Colony, Jakob Seger with family to 
              Nikolayev City 
19 th ...... from Guldendorf Colony, Johann Gershin  with  
              family to Nikolayev City 
19 th ...... from Guldendorf Colony, Jakob Graf with family to 
              Nikolayev City 
19 th ...... from Grossliebental Colony, Gottlieb Widman 
              with family to Nikolayev City 
19 th ...... from Grossliebental Colony, Peter Widman with 

 
(Continued on page 10) 
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(Continued from page 9) 
 
May (continued)  
              family to Odessa City 
22 nd ..... from Hoffnungstal Colony, Friedrich Schill with  
              family to Bessarabian Region 
25 th ...... from Johannestal Colony, Mnomel Schrenk 
              with family to Odessa City 
25 th ...... from Friedental Colony, Ludwig Mocher with family 
              to Odessa City 
25 th ...... from Friedental Colony, Mateus Kleyn with family to 
              Odessa City 
25 th ...... from Guldendorf Colony, Mateus Knap with family 
              to Nikolayev City 
Jun 
11 th ...... from Zorin Colony, Philip Geints with family to 
              Odessa City 
11 th ...... from Colanto Catarozino Colony, Nikolai Vlakhov 
              with family to Odessa City 
11 th ...... from Bergdorf Colony, Georg Goach with family to 
              Odessa City 
13 th ...... from Grossliebental Colony, Jakob Schtat with 
              family to Tavria Region 
13 th ...... from Grossliebental Colony, Johann Garr with 
              family to Kherson Region 
19 th ...... from Zorske Colony, Conrad Malleyer with family to 
              Odessa City 
26 th ...... from Mangeish Colony, Joseph Schneider with  
              family to Odessa City 
30 th ...... from Neuburg Colony, widow Dorothy Sippery 
              with family to Kherson 
30 th ...... from Glueckstal Colony, Heinrich Martoys with 
              family to Podolsk Region 
30 th ...... from Bergdorf Colony, Friedrich Leshle with 
              family to Ekaterinoslave Region 
30 th ...... from Worms Colony, Jakob Schepfot with son 
              Jakob to Kherson Region 
30 th ...... from Rashadt Colony, Augstin Kroll with wife 
              Florentin to Kherson Region 
Jul 
1 st ........ from Rohrbach Colony, Georg Schmit with to 
              Kiev Region 
1 st ........ from Glueckstal Colony, Friedrich Vurtsinger 
              with family to Podolsk and Bessarabia Regions 
11 th ...... from Baden Colony, Anton Gen with to Odessa 
              City 
21 st ...... from Kassel Colony, Peter Johan Schmidt with family 
              to Odessa City 
22 nd ..... from Bergdorf Colony , Christine Geyir with family to 
              Capital Cities of Russian Imperior Moscow and  St 
              Petersburg 
23 rd ...... from Landau Colony, Magdalena Ruch with 
              daughter Elisabetha to Odessa City 
28 th ...... from Friedental Colony, Georg Yents with family to 
              Odessa City 
30 th ...... from Rashadt Colony, Michael Sutter with family to 
              Elizawetgrad Region 

30 th ...... from Colony, Ludwig Schtor with family to  
              Ekaterinoslave Region 
Aug 
3 rd ........ from Elchit Colony, Vlektol Koper with family to 
              Odessa City 
19 th ...... from Katherinental Colony, Simon Kaicher 
              with family to Odessa City 
19 th ...... from Bergdorf Colony, Christian Rudolf with family 
              to Tavria Region 
19 th ...... from Rashadt Colony, Martin Golshtein with family 
              to Tavria Region 
28 th ...... from Alexanderhilf Colony, Andreas Schmidt 
              with wife to Tavria Region 
28 th ...... from Colony, Barbara Hofer with family to  
              Nikolayev City 
28 th ...... from Worms Colony, Johannes Englehardt 
              with family to Nikolayev City 
28 th ...... from Worms Colony, Georg Shait with family to 
              Nikolayev City 
28 th ...... from Neuburg Colony, Jakob Schick with family to 
              Podolsk Region 
Sep 
1 st ........ from Katherinental Colony, Johann Braunbek 
              with family to Odessa City 
4 th ........ from Grossliebental Colony, widow Mariann 
              Raimer with family to Mogilev Region 
16 th ...... from Speier Colony, Ludwig Gref with family to 
              Nikolayev City 
18 th ...... from Karlsruh Colony, Peter Nikhbauer with family 
              to Odessa City 
21 st ...... from Rashadt Colony, France Meyer with son 
              Josef to Nikolayev City 
21 st ...... from Rohrbach Colony, Gustav Veybl with to 
              Odessa City 
21 st ...... from Kandel Colony, Lorents Kupir with wife 
              Elisabetha Frantsesco to Odessa City 
24 th ...... from Selz Colony, Joseph Tomel with family to 
              Odessa City 
26 th ...... from Bergdorf Colony, Johann Georgminer 
              with family to Kiev Region 
28 th ...... from Kitaroushney Colony, Georg Barikov with 
              wife Mariann to Tirospol Region 
28 th ...... from Katherinental Colony, France Neikirayer 
              with family to Tirospol Region 
28 th ...... from Johannestal Colony, Erdman Aftenberger 
              with daughter Wilhelmina to Odessa City 
Oct 
5 th ........ from Grossliebental Colony, Gottlieb Ditrikh 
              with family to Odessa City 
17 th ...... from Munchen Colony, Anna Maria Taumgaust 
              with family to Ekaterinoslave Region 
20 th ...... from Grossliebental Colony, Gottlieb Reilkhemer 
              with family to Nikolayev City 
21 st ...... from Parkan Colony, Todor Penkor with family to 
              Bessarabian Region 
 

(Continued on page 11) 

Page 10 



  

Beresan District Odessa Newsletter - Volume 5 Issue 2: October 2000 

(Continued from page 10) 
Oct (continued) 
21 st ...... from Parkan Colony, Peter Galibinov with family to 
             Bessarabian Region 
21 st ...... from Rashadt Colony, Joseph Bets with family to  
             Nikolayev City 
21 st ...... from Speier Colony, Jakob Bor with family to  
             Nikolayev City 
21 st ...... from Speier Colony, Valentine Kup with family to  
             Nikolayev City 
21 st ...... from Rohrbach Colony, Leonard Vist with family to 
             Nikolayev City 
30 th ...... from Munchen Colony, Konrad Virtklumirov 
             with family to Odessa City 
30 th ...... from Karlsruh Colony, Joseph Messer with family to 
             Odessa City 
Nov 
4 th ........ from Killen Colony, widow Katherina Dell with 
             family to Odessa City 
7 th ........ from Grossliebental Colony, Friedrich Schmit 
             with family to Tavria Region 
9 th ........ from Rohrbach Colony, Martin Hofmann with family 
              to Odessa City 
18 th ...... from Grossliebental Colony, Gottlieb Schin with to  
             Odessa City 
28 th ...... from Glueckstal Colony, Christian Fieshmer with 
             family to Odessa City 
Dec 
7 th ........ from Landau Colony, Joseph Vorst with family to  
             Odessa City 
12 th ...... from Lustdorf Colony, Joseph Straub with family to 
             Bessarabian Region 
23 rd ...... from Kleinliebental Colony, Andreas Geyer with 
             wife and brother in law Peter to Odessa City 
30 th ...... from Munchen Colony, Albrecht Schell with family to  
             Nikolayev City 
30 th ...... from Katherinental Colony, Michael Mester with  
             family to Odessa City 
30 th ...... from Kandel Colony, Simon Eshieter with family to 
             Odessa City 
 

(Continued from page 8) 

many. My brother, Georg didn't come back since the day he 
was conscripted into the army. My brother Thomas was mar-
ried, his wife Hilda Hubert lives also here but he died. They 
have two children, one daughter, Titjana and one son, Walde-
mar, both married. Tatjana has two girls, Waldemar has two 
daughters and one son. My sister Maria never wrote about a 
marriage. Her last letter was with the name Reyner. She lived 
and studied in Makejevka and lived with Petronella. And 
Petronella lived with her husband Johann in a house with his 
father, Philipp and all of them, all his sons and also Philip 
wrote her name for some reason as "Reyner". I don't know 
anything about Aunt Anna and her daughter Lydia yet. I will 
try to find something out. About grandmother Barbara I can't 
write anything. I didn't even know what her name was. 
 
The family of my husband went through the same experiences 
that we did. They arrested his father Georg Rau in 1936. He 
was in prison until 1941. In 1941 when the front came closer, 
they shot him and some other Germans. The mother stayed 
with four children and was forced to leave, like we did, in the 
same train to Kazakhstan. His sister, Piada, born 1919, was 
not married and died in Kazakhstan. His mother died in Ka-
zakhstan. His sister, Elena, born 1922, is married and she 
came with her family to Germany. His brother Georg, born in 
1925, he didn't make it into Germany. Shortly before the de-
parture, he died...he was very sick. My husband, Josef Rau 
was born in 1927. 
 
Dear Cousin, I would like to know more about all of you, 
too...at least the most important things. I tried to answer all of 
your questions, wrote what I could and I hope it is understand-
able. I am very, very happy that I learned so much new, espe-
cially from the side of your father. Again, thank you very 
much. Write me, ask me, I will answer, so that our connection 
will not get lost. 
 
Your cousin, 
Selestina Renner Rau 
 
(The original letter was written in Russian, and was graciously 
translated by Mrs. Regina Mock and her son, Peter.) 

St. Martin's Catholic Church in Speier (built about 1863) was 
used by the Catholic community until 1934, when it was closed 
and locked. The belfry and steeple were knocked down by the 
Russians. Later, the church was used as a club house and meet-
ing hall for a while, and then as a pesticide storage building.  
 

Contributed by Valerie Ingram 
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I have also attempted to verify exactly where in Germany the 97 
founding families of Guldendorf originated.  
 
To date, I have had about 80% success, relying on a host of 
sources to direct the search in what I hoped to be the right direc-
tion. The families who came from Poland and Hungary are much 
more difficult to verify origin as records from those areas are 
much more difficult to secure. 
 
Many thanks to Curt Renz for contributing this information.   
 
 

Only a genealogist regards a step backwards as progress.  
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Beresan District Odessa Newsletter 
 
This is the 2nd issue for the fifth year of publication.  The next 
issue is scheduled for February 2001. 

 
5th year dues can be submitted to receive all 5th year issues. 

 
Subscription rates are: 

 
USA: $3 per year*        Canada: $4 per year* 

Europe/Other       $6 per year* 
 

US funds only please!   
 

Send checks payable to: 
  

Arletta Baskins 
20919 Little Valley Road 

Polsbo  WA  98370 
 
This newsletter is being published for those who have an interest 
in the villages of the Beresan District Odessa South Russia.  The 
staff consists of Lead Editor Gayla Gray; Assistant Editors Merv 
Rennich, Carol McCormack, Roland Wagner, and Dale Lee 
Wahl; with subscriptions handled by Arletta Baskins. 
 

Many others contribute to each issue but there is always room 
for more participation.  If anyone wishes to get involved they are 
more than welcome and should contact Gayla Gray at the return 
address below or by e-mail to: gaylagray@msn.com. 
 
All submitted material should include a statement that gives 
permission for use in the newsletter.  Pictures are welcome.  We 
have a scanner to digitize images and all output is done on a 
laser printer.  Material will be returned when requested and if 
possible return postage or an SASE is greatly appreciated. 
 
Every attempt is made to keep the copyright of the items carried 
in the newsletter as reuseable as possible.  That means you have 
the freedom to use this data in your family work, unless we have 
noted otherwise.  However, before using any data please 
examine the cited sources carefully and make sure you don’t use 
anything in a manner that it was not intended to be used.  Using 
any of this data for anyone to gain a profit is not the intent of 
this newsletter and is prohibited. 
 
Subscription rates are set to recover material and mailing cost 
only.  All time and most other expenses are donated by the 
editors and those involved in producing each issue including the 
use of computer equipment, printers, and phone lines. 
 
Ideas for articles and improvements to the newsletter are most 
welcome.  Please address them to the Lead Editor.        
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