
Dear Member, 

This letter contains information for voting for directors for GRHS. 

As you are aware we are living in unprecedented times.  We hope this letter finds you and your 

loved ones in good mental and physical health as we weather this storm, united yet apart. Please 

take time to read through the material, as we update you on some events and ask for your 

thoughtful consideration and response.  We appreciate your interest and thank you for your 

continued membership in Germans from Russia Heritage Society. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused GRHS to make some changes.  We have operated on 

reduced office hours for several months, and currently accept visitors by appointment only and ask 

that you wear a mask while there.  Visitors are limited to 10, including staff at any one time; we hope 

this does not have to become the “new normal.” We ask that you please be patient as we are doing 

what is necessary to meet the requirements set by North Dakota and the CDC to have our doors 

open. 

I regret to inform you that the 50
th
 Anniversary of Germans from Russia Heritage Society Convention 

set for July 22-25, 2020 has been canceled. 

The bad news we were forced to cancel our in-person 2020 Annual Meeting scheduled to be in 

Bismarck July 22-25, 2020. The Presidents Message in the Heritage Review will give current 

developments for the convention in 2021. 

Some things do remain the same.  With this letter you will find the biographies of the six GRHS 

members who have agreed to run for director on the board of Germans from Russia Heritage 

Society and a ballot that you may use to vote. The nominating committee has put together an 

outstanding slate of candidates from which to choose.  Please read through their bios and give 

careful thought in your selections.  We are honored and quite fortunate that these individuals have 

expressed a willingness to direct their volunteer efforts toward GRHS.  Thank you to all the 

candidates who agreed to run. 

The candidate biographies and ballot will also be posted on the front page of the website. 

Please be sure to vote for the candidates by July 18, using survey monkey.  Those who have an 

email address will receive a link either through survey monkey or GRHS. You merely need to click 

on the link in the email to go into the ballot; then follow the instructions on the ballot form to vote. For 

those without email, you may vote by calling your vote into headquarters at (701) 223 -6167, by July 

17. (Office hours are between 10 am – 2 pm, Monday – Friday.)  Or you may mail your ballot in to 

GRHS Headquarters, but it must be received in the office by July 20
th
 to be counted. 

Thank you to those board members resigning for the dedication they have given to serving on the 

board. 

As part of the annual membership meeting, we are mailing out the Annual Committee reports with 

the October Heritage Review. 

Curtis Mertz 

GRHS President 


