
2020 GRHS Board Candidates 

Brian Gefroh  
Both my grandparents on my father’s side were from German families that emigrated 

from Russia to Karlsruhe, North Dakota.  They were Eva (Abel) and Ambrose Gefroh.  They 
moved to Portland from Karlsruhe, ND, during World War II to work in the shipyards.   Eva's 
parents were Anna Maria (Vetter) and Nicholas Abel.  Ambrose's parents were Sybilla 
(Kopp) and August Gefroh. 

As a boy I would follow my grandfather around his back yard asking him questions.  He 
always seemed to be tinkering with something.  I loved his resourcefulness.  He made wine, 
repaired lawn mower engines, had fruit trees and a beautiful garden, fished, built a small 
goldfish pond with a fountain and a statue of St. Francis.  He even made his own walnut 
stain from the walnuts he collected from the walnut tree he planted.  He always had a 
pocket knife and would pull an apple off of his tree, carve a slice and give it to me.  He danced a polka storm with 
my grandmother.  She made wonderful Kuchen and cabbage roll-ups.  She was so excited when I took German in 
college and she had the opportunity to remember all the words she still remembered from speaking with her parents 
as a girl.  I equate all of these things with their German from Russia heritage and it drives my interest in keeping it 
alive. 

I’m married to Julie, and have two teenage sons, Peter and Dominic.  I live in Portland, Oregon.  I love being 
outside and regularly bicycle, run, backpack, hunt mushrooms and attend to my garden.  I’ve done a thorough 
research of the Gefroh/Gefre line and built a website to share my findings.  I have made numerous contacts with 
distant cousins during my research and enjoy that aspect immensely. 

I’ve been a member of GRHS since 2009 and a listserv administrator since 2014 for the Kutschurgan RIG and 
since 2015 for the Bessarabian RIG.  Professionally, I’m a business analyst and project manager for a 
telecommunications company.  I help design and deploy our internal operating systems.  I’m interested in board 
membership because I believe GRHS is important and I would like to help develop the organization’s technical 
platforms to make them more user friendly. 

 

Don Heck 
I am pleased to be presented by the Nominating Committee as a candidate for the 

GRHS Board. I have served on the GRHS Board for the past 15 years and am currently the 
GRHS Treasurer. 

I was born, raised and educated in Mandan, ND until I went to the University of North 
Dakota where I attained Bachelor of Science degrees in electrical engineering and computer 
science. I retired after a 40 year career at The Boeing Company where I was a Technical 
Fellow for the airborne software and airborne electronic hardware on all Boeing commercial 
airplanes. My wife and I live about 26 miles north of Seattle. 

During my 42 years in Washington, I have been an active mountain climber and skier in 
“The Mountaineers,” an outdoor recreation and conservation organization of 14,500+ members, where I have had 
many leadership roles including president. About 1.5 years ago, I was asked to return as their treasurer again and 
am chair of their Finance Committee and Audit Committee. I also served for five years as a founding board member 
and treasurer of the Braided River Foundation whose mission is to support critical conservation efforts. 

My interest in our German Russian (GR) heritage started as a young boy who talked to his grandparents, 
aunts, uncles and neighbors about their daily lives and journeys. Later, with the help of my parents and two uncles, I 
started to collect more information about my maternal and paternal ancestors. While conducting my research, I have 
found many USA, Canadian and Argentinean cousins. 

I have met many wonderful folks, mostly GRHS members, while searching for my ancestors. These folks were 
very helpful with research tips and shared any information they had about my family. While doing their own 
research, many folks even watched for information about my ancestors then sent the information to me or told me 
where to find it. This was extremely helpful!  If re-elected, I will continue to facilitate information sharing between our 
members. Our Bismarck headquarters is an excellent central repository to collect GR information and make it 
available in paper or electronic form to our membership. 

I appreciate your vote and look forward to continue serving our fine organization as a board member. 

  



Jane Kangas 
My name is Jane Katherine (Geiger) Kangas and I currently reside near Borup, 

Minnesota.   I am married with two children, ages 19 & 17.  I grew up on a farm just NW of 

Mandan, North Dakota.  I became interested in our family tree after the death of my 

grandfather, the son of German Russian immigrants from the Speier colony in Russia (now 

Ukraine).  I've spent countless hours researching our family history and joined the GRHS to 

help in that research, and have been a member since 2002.  The GRHS has been an 

invaluable organization; not only as a research tool but in educating its members in German 

Russian history, culture, and traditions.  I've been able to pass on the knowledge I've learned 

to friends and family members.  

I graduated from the University of ND with a B.S. in Meteorological Studies and a M.S. in Geological Studies.  

Since 1996, I have been employed with the ND Department of Environmental Quality as an environmental scientist.  

I am also currently the clerk and treasurer for Viding Township, in Clay County, Minnesota, and have held that 

position since 2006.  I just recently finished my tenure from the board of the ND Environmental Health Association 

and held the positions of President and Past President.  I have organized yearly educational conferences, for both 

the ND DEQ and NDEHA, and have also presented on various topics as a speaker.  I have also started my second 

career as a genealogist, and have helped others with their family history. 

I feel my experiences in conference organization and budget management, along with my love of history, 

especially German Russian culture, would be an asset as a board member for the GRHS. 

Stephanie Baltzer Kom 

My name is Stephanie Baltzer Kom and I am very honored to be considered by the 
nominating committee and society for a position on the Germans from Russia Heritage 
Society Board of Directors.  

I was born and raised in Bismarck, ND and currently live in Mandan with my husband and 
2 boys. I completed my undergraduate degree in Criminal Justice at Minnesota State 
University-Moorhead. I had wanted to major in history but didn’t want to be a teacher. After 
floating for a bit and working at a cheese plant (yes, a cheese plant), I started working for the 
North Dakota State Library and rediscovered my passion for libraries. I went back to school 
and completed a Masters Degree in Library Science. I am currently the Head of Technical 
Services at the State Historical Society of North Dakota. 

My paternal grandfather, a German-Russian descendant, died before I was born. He had 
started researching his family tree prior to his death and my grandmother showed it to me when I started asking 
questions as a preteen. This started me on my genealogy journey and discovery of my grandfather’s heritage. This 
doubled after I got married and I began discovering my husband’s family and wonderful grandparents. My children 
can trace their ancestry to a large swath of the Black Sea colonies. 

I have been a member of GRHS since college and have used the resources extensively. If elected, I would 
continue the great work that has helped me and I would love being a part of taking the organization into the future. 
 

Brian Schatz 
My name is Brian Schatz and I was born in Gull Lake, Saskatchewan and lived there two 

years then his family moved to Nokomis, Saskatchewan where I went to school. 
I started my career with the Canadian National Railway at Nokomis on 08 Jan. 1975; that 

was a cold winter. I left Nokomis in the spring of 1975 and started working on the section in 
Young, Saskatchewan. Then later I worked out of Watrous, Saskatchewan. I retired in Aug 
2011 after 36.5 years with them. 

I married Cindy Beam 03 July 1976. Cindy and I lived in Young, Saskatchewan. In 2016 
we moved just east of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. We have three children and four 
grandchildren and now live within 15 minutes of our children and grandchildren. 

My 5th–great-grandparents Johann Martin Schatz and Margaretha Gruebel left 

Oberseebach, Alsace in 1802 and went to Birkenfeld, Prussia then to Kronstadt in 1810, and then in 1811 to 

Strelna, both near St. Petersburg.  Some family moved to Kronsfeld, Taurien in 1824 and Adam Schatz, one of the 

founders, became the mayor.  Then in 1826 my 5
th
-great-grandparents, my 4th–great-grandparents and my 3

rd
-



great-grandfather went to Reichenfeld, Taurien from Strelna. The Selig family went with them when they left Strelna 

and some who went to Reichenfeld went to Friedrichsfeld, Taurien while others went to Darmstadt, Taurien. 

I followed all the children of my 5
th
-great-grandparents who lived to marry and have 11 children as far as I could 

go.  From Kronsfeld and Reichenfeld they went all over the place. 
I am related to the Schumacher's, Selig's and Stuhlberg's who went to Reichenfeld, Taurien and the Keck's who 

went to Kaisertal, Taurien. Many other families married into the Schatz family. 
My great-grandparents Georg Schatz and Regina Schumacher left Bobrowyj Kut, Nikolajew, Russia in 1913 to 

Bremerhaven, Germany and left the port 23 Apr 1913 arriving at Quebec 08 May 1913 with their 7 children. They 
first went to Holdfast, Saskatchewan where their first child in Canada was born.  1914 found them homesteading 
about 17 miles SW of Young, Saskatchewan and 5 more children were born to them on the farm. 

All my great-grandmother Regina Schumacher's sisters and a half sister eventually came to Canada but none of 
their brothers came. 

I like helping others with their German Russian genealogy. I have worked on surnames from the German 
Russian Lutheran church records for myself and for others and as well as doing some just for something to do. I 
have researched EWZ records and a few Village Reports (1941/42 censuses). 

I would like to be on the GRHS board as I have a lot of research experience in many different areas of Russia 
and would also like to help others with their research. 

Valerie Ingram Stewart 
 Past GRHS President 

 Past GRHS Secretary 

 Current GRHS Vice President 

 Village Coordinator for 6 villages 

 Beresan Regional Interest Group Spokesperson 

 Member – Web Services Committee 

 Co-Chair - Clearing House Committee 

 Chair - Archive Acquisitions Committee  

 President of Inland Northwest Chapter – GRHS 

 Webmaster for “Quest For Ancestors.com” 


